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By Davis Laque

It was a great event at Mkoba
Stadium this Sunday. Here are
the highlights and my own
key observations, as Adv Nel-
son Chamisa’s launched the
CCC'’s #ForEveryone Election
Campaign.

As has become common
knowledge now, CCC flexed
its own political muscle
through a colorful, huge and
significant spectacle in Gwe-
ru last Sunday; as it formally
launched its election cam-

paign.

Elections are a game of num-
bers, messaging and optics.

When mobilising for public
gatherings, parties conscious-
ly intend to use such optics
and messaging to generate
interest and momentum in
their campaign. In Gweru,
Chamisa and CCC under-
stood and dutifully delivered
in this regard.

Tragedy befalls when there’s
messaging confusion, as
Zanu-PF is deliberately
attempting to do with the
“land” issue, Chamisa ar-
ticulated. The temptation is
confusing, as we now live in
the digital era of SM. People
will easily read and watch for
themselves without being lied
to.

Tragedy strikes again, where
parties begin believing their
own mobilization propagan-
da, as is happening elsewhere.
During earlier proceedings
where Amos Chibaya did
introductions, town by town,
reactions suggested that ma-
jority of those attending were
Gweru and Midlands locals.

In any case, it’s public knowl-
edge that CCC lacks the
financial muscles to hire hun-
dreds of buses to needlessly
turn each local gathering

into a national event. It's thus
worth acknowledging and
quite vindicating that CCC
has a method to its opera-
tions, which has kept it alive.

Noteworthy that CCC has
maintained a shift-away from
the “protocols and shefu pol-
itics,” where all leaders waste
time succesively jumping on-
stage to praise the president.

Focus should be on the main
speech of a rally before allow-
ing those attending to carry
home key messages.

Some observers have right-
fully noted that CCC hasn't
launched yet its 2023 election
blueprint.

Much as it would suggest
that the average voter doesn’t
really commit time to read
manifestos, it remains a
political culture that must be
cultivated. It’s an ideal elec-
toral practice

In fact, much of the hul-
labaloo we are witnessing
around Chamisa’s land pledge
wouldn’t exist if his support-
ers would counter-reference
to a manifesto.

While what Nero said was
clear to any person with func-
tional senses, a manifesto is
an equally key anti-propagan-
da safeguard.

But of course, I take notice of
the fact that the Opposition
doesn't traditionally launch
manifestos at a rally. One

can use the 2018 launch as a

reference. This observation is
key in exposing any mischief,
suggesting that the rally failed
to achieve that supposed
function.

Even before launching the
#NewGreatZimbabwe blue-
print, NC shared nuggets of
CCC policy interventions.
The speech addressed: Land,
salary adjustment, basket
currency as a temporary
economic stabiliser; employ-
ment creation; depoliticizing
and professionalising mining
activities.

Was interesting to hear Cha-
misa share thoughts around
SK, without necessarily giving
him too much political atten-
tion. The message dovetailed
with what many of us have
been saying ie it’s a disenfran-
chising behaviour of cowards

to deny voters a chance to
elect who they want.

While Chamisa stands ac-
cused of running a pro-pres-
idency campaign, it would
suggest that it’s actually

not pro-parliament/senate/
council either. For him - it’s
pro-rural communities. He
did commit to campaign
more vigorously in the coun-
tryside, presumably for obvi-
ous reasons.

Historically, opp has ap-
peared to find comfort in a
defeatist approach of focus-
ing on what's already zZones
of autonomy, ie the urban
constituencies. Perhaps the
initial intention to launch the
campaign in the troublesome
Mash Central Province com-

municates this new approach.

Also noted intention to em-
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Elections Is A Game 0f Optics,
Numbers, And Messaging

ploy a political response to
the “double candidates” theat-
rics by vigorously campaign-
ing for official candidates in
aggrieved areas. Same goes
with the clear commitment to
deal with the polling station
agents. We pray for same
attention to mapping.

All the work that has brought
CCC this far warrants rec-
ognition. Maybe it’s poetic
justice that the #ForEveryone
launch happened in the city
of progress. The progress
achieved thus far in keeping
the democratic agenda alive is
clear. May more progress be
realised.

David Laque Writes To The
Citizens Daily Bulletin In His
Personal Capacity. Follow
Him On Twitter @Laque_da-
Viss
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State Media ordered To Delete
Positive Tweet About CCC Rally,
Raises Concerns Over Impartiality

In a bizarre twist of events
that raises questions about
the impartiality of Zim-
babwe's state media, The
Chronicle, one of the coun-
try's leading news outlets,
was instructed to remove a
positive tweet about the Cit-
izens Coalition for Change
(CCQ) rally

By Tongai Mwenje

This shocking directive seems
to further demonstrate the
lengths to which the state
media is willing to go in order
to tarnish the reputation of
the CCC.

The tweet in question depict-
ed a packed crowd at Mkoba
Stadium on Sunday after-
noon, where the CCC had
organized a campaign launch.

Accompanied by a caption
that read, "More scenes from
CCC star rally in Gweru,
Midlands Province," the tweet
showcased the overwhelm-
ing support that the political
movement had amassed.

What is particularly notewor-
thy about this incident is that
it occurred moments after
the state media had initially
posted a tweet portraying a
small crowd, captured before
the full magnitude of attend-
ees had arrived.

The Chronicle

@ChronicleZim

More scenes from the CCC Star Rally in
Gweru, Midlands Province.

14:11 - 16 Jul 23 - 387 Views

2 Likes

It is unclear what prompted
this misleading initial tweet,
but it certainly raises suspi-
cions about the intentions of
the state media.

However, it wasn't long before
the positive tweet showcasing
the immense support for the
CCC was ordered to be de-

leted, allegedly by higher-ups
within the state media organ-
ization.

Regrettably for the authorities
involved, the swift removal

of the tweet did not erase its
existence, as digital experts
screen-captured and saved
the evidence before it van-

ished from the public eye.

The tweet was initially post-
ed at 14:11 hours, and its
subsequent deletion speaks
volumes about the ongoing
efforts to suppress any posi-
tive coverage of the CCC by
the state media.

It appears that the state media
has established a pattern of
reporting and disseminating
information that consistently
portrays the CCC in a nega-
tive light, suggesting a clear
bias at play.

One cannot help but note the
irony of this situation, as it
highlights the CCC's reliance
on digital platforms to reach
its audience.

When faced with limited
access to traditional media
outlets, such as national tele-
vision, where they have rarely
been afforded the opportunity
to present their progressive
ideas free from discriminato-
ry biases, the CCC has turned
to digital media as a means
of disseminating its messag-
es and connecting with the
citizens of Zimbabwe.

As Zimbabwe continues to
navigate a complex politi-

cal landscape ahead of the
elections on the 23rd August,
instances such as the instruct-
ed removal of a positive tweet
about the CCC rally raise
important questions about
the objectivity and integrity
of the state media.

The need for balanced and
unbiased reporting has never
been more crucial in fostering
a fair and transparent demo-
cratic process for all citizens.
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CCC MPs And Councillors Display
Solidarity With Sikhala, Demanding His
Release From Pre-Trial Detention

During the electrifying
campaign launch of the Cit-
izens Coalition for Change
(CCC) in Gweru, a powerful
display of solidarity took
place as the party’s MPs and
Councillors united behind
their colleague, Honorable
Job Sikhala, who has been
unjustly held in pre-trial
detention for an astounding
399 days on false charges

By Tongai Mwenje

The scene was filled with pas-
sionate energy as CCC repre-
sentatives proudly held and
waved placards boldly pro-
claiming “Free Wiwa,” a clear
expression of their unwaver-
ing support for Sikhala.

The party’s members were
determined to shed light on
the injustice their colleague
has endured and demanded
his immediate release.

Sikhala’s ordeal began on June
14, 2022, when he was arrest-
ed under fabricated charges of
inciting violence.

However, it has become in-
creasingly evident that Sikh-
ala is being targeted due to
his legal representation of the
Ali family, who mourn the
tragic loss of their daughter,
Moreblessing Ali, in a brutal
murder.

The CCC strongly believes
that Sikhala’s prolonged de-
tention serves as a means to
suppress his political con-

victions and marginalize his
influential voice.

Amidst the charged atmos-
phere, CCC leader Nelson
Chamisa took to the stage to
deliver a powerful speech.

Chamisa passionately pledged
to prioritize the release of all
political prisoners, includ-
ing Job Sikhala and Jacob
Ngarivhume, as a top priority
once the CCC assumes power.

The promise ignited a surge
of hope and determination
within the party’s supporters,
who responded with resound-
ing applause and cheers.

Never ones to miss an oppor-

tunity in the digital age, the
CCC promptly posted a tweet
to convey their message to a
wider audience.

The tweet read, “Our Mem-
ber of Parliament, Honorable
Job Sikhala, has endured

an unprecedented 397 days
in pre-trial detention for a
crime he is innocent of. He is
a political prisoner, unjustly
persecuted for his political
convictions.

“oday, during our campaign
launch, President Nelson
Chamisa made a promise to
release all political prisoners,
including Sikhala and Jacob
Ngarivhume, promptly upon
assuming power. #FreeJob-
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Sikhala #FreeWiwa.”

With every passing day, Sikh-
ala’s detention becomes more
emblematic of the systemic
challenges faced by opposi-
tion member and political ac-
tivists who dare to challenge
the regime in Harare and
status quo in Zimbabwe.

In voicing their unwavering
support for Sikhala, the MPs
and Councillors of the CCC
have sent a powerful message
that they will not rest until
justice is served.

As the CCC embarks on their
campaign journey ahead of
the harmonized elections,
their determination to secure

the release of their incarcer-
ated comrades stands at the
forefront of their mission.

The spotlight on Sikhala’s
plight serves as a reminder
that democratic values and
fundamental human rights
should never be compro-
mised, and it underscores the
urgent need for change within
the judicial system.

The CCC’s resolute commit-
ment to standing up for their
colleague reflects the im-
mense strength and solidarity
that exists within their ranks.

It is a reminder that the pur-
suit of justice is not limited

to a single individual but
manifests as a collective effort
to dismantle the barriers that
obstruct freedom and fair-
ness.

The protection of individual
rights are at the heart of a
thriving democracy.

As the CCC continues to
campaign, they carry the
hopes and aspirations of not
just Job Sikhala, but numer-
ous others who have fallen
victim to the oppressive
system.

Their battle for justice con-
tinues to inspire citizens
across the nation, and their
unwavering commitment will
undoubtedly pave the way
for a brighter, more equitable
future for everyone.
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Local And International Organisations
Condemn Zimbabwe's Patriotic Bill, Cite
Crackdown On Government Critics

In a concerning turn of
events, both local and in-
ternational organizations
have strongly condemned
the recent passing into law
of the “Patriotic Bill” by the
Zimbabwean government

By Tongai Mwenje

The new legislation has been
widely criticized for its poten-
tial to target and stifle govern-
ment critics, raising serious
concerns about the state of
freedom of expression and
association in the country.

The United Nations Human
Rights office expressed their
regret over the signing of the
Criminal Law (Codification
and Reform) Act into law.

They highlighted the risk of
the law being misused to tar-
get, criminalize, and weaken
civil society, emphasizing that
an open and pluralistic civic
space is essential for sustaina-
ble development.

The UN Human Rights office
called for laws and policies
that facilitate these objectives.

“#Zimbabwe: We regret that
Criminal Law (Codification
and Reform) Act has now
been signed into law. Risks
being misused to target,
criminalize and weaken civil
society. Open and pluralistic
civic space is key for sustain-
able dev’t: law & policy must
facilitate these objectives.”

Bloomberg Africa reported
on the signing of the law by
Zimbabwe’s president, noting

that it prohibits citizens from
criticizing the government.

The timing of this law, just a
month before the nation’s up-
coming elections, has raised
concerns about the potential
impact on freedom of ex-
pression and the democratic
process.

“Zimbabwe’s president signs
a law that prohibits citizens
from criticizing the govern-
ment, a month before the
southern African nation
holds elections.”

The European Union (EU)
delegation to Zimbabwe ex-
pressed disappointment, em-
phasizing the country’s com-
mitment to enhancing respect
for freedoms of association,
assembly, and expression.

The delegation stated that the
passing of the new legislation
sends a political signal in the
opposite direction, potential-
ly jeopardizing Zimbabwe’s
efforts to build trust with the
international community.

“Zimbabwe,as a sovereign

cuTon *
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country, has committed in the
Arrears Clearance process to
enhancing respect for free-
doms of association,assembly
& expression,as well as build-
ing trust with the internation-
al community. Today’s legisla-
tion sends a political signal in
the opposite direction.”

The UK embassy in Zimba-
bwe emphasized the impor-
tance of freedom of expres-
sion and association, which
are guaranteed by the coun-
try’s constitution.

They expressed concern that
parts of the new legislation
have serious implications

for Zimbabweans’ ability to
exercise these rights without
fear, and for the government’s
international reengagement
efforts.

“The rights to freedom of
expression and association
are guaranteed in Zimbabwe’s
constitution. Parts of today’s
new legislation have serious
implications for Zimbabwe-
ans’ ability to exercise those
rights without fear, and for
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Zimbabwe Govt’s efforts at
international reengagement.”

Echoing similar sentiments,
the Canadian embassy in
Zimbabwe highlighted that
the Constitution guarantees
freedom of expression and
association for its citizens.

They expressed concern that
the new legislation contra-
dicts these principles and un-
dermines Zimbabwe’s efforts
to forge a new chapter in its
engagement with internation-
al partners.

“Zimbabwe’s Constitution
guarantees freedom of expres-
sion and association for its
citizens. The new legislation
goes against these principles
and undermines Zimbabwe’s
efforts to forge a new chapter
in its engagement with inter-
national partners.”

The Crisis in Zimbabwe
Coalition released a state-
ment expressing deep con-
cern about the passing of the
Criminal Law (Codification
and Reform) Amendment

Bill, referred to as the ‘Patri-
otic Act.

The coalition emphasized
their worries about the poten-
tial impact on civic space and
the rights of individuals to
freely express themselves and
associate with others.

“Crisis in Zimbabwe Coali-
tion Statement on the pass-
ing of the ‘Patriotic Act 14
July 2023 @crisiscoalition is
deeply concerned about the
passing of the Criminal Law
(Codification and Reform)
Amendment Bill, popularly
known as the ‘Patriotic Act,
by the Government of Zim-
babwe.

Amnesty International Zim-
babwe described the signing
of the ‘Patriotic Bill’ by the
president as a brutal assault
on civic space.

They criticized the legisla-
tion for failing to meet the
requirements of legality,
proportionality, and necessity,
raising serious doubts about
its implication for human
rights in Zimbabwe.

“Zimbabwe: President’s sign-
ing of ‘Patriotic Bill’ a brutal
assault on civic space “The
Act fails to meet the require-
ments of legality, proportion-
ality, and necessity””

As local and international
organizations join forces to
condemn the passing of the
‘Patriotic Bill’ in Zimbabwe,
concerns about the erosion
of freedoms of expression
and association continue to
mount.

Your First Choice News And Information Digital Outlet: The Citizens’ Daily Bulletin: Stay Connected

All Inquiries: Contact: (+263) 77 475 1446 / (+263) 77 883 1972




Four Student Activists Granted
Bail By Harare High Court In
Graffitti Protest Case

Harare High Court Judge
Lucy Mungwari has granted
bail to four student activ-
ists who were arrested two
months ago for their alleged
involvement in painting
graffiti on prominent city
buildings.

The graffiti was a form of pro-
test against the continued de-
tention of Citizens Coalition
for Change (CCC) lawmaker,
Job Sikhala.

The four activists, name-

ly Emmanuel Sitima (24),
Comfort Mpofu (22), Tawan-
da Watadza (24), and Lionel
Wadamombe, are all students
at the University of Zim-
babwe and members of the
Zimbabwe National Students
Union (ZINASU).

Each of them has been re-
quired to submit ZW$500,000
as bail. The students had
appealed to the higher court
after Harare magistrate
Learnmore Mapiye had de-
nied them bail, arguing that

a strong case had been estab-
lished against them.

Mapiye had stated that deny-
ing them bail would send a
message to potential offend-
ers that tampering with state
institutions would not be
tolerated.

The charges against the stu-
dents include seven counts of
malicious damage to proper-
ty, with alternative charges of

criminal nuisance.

It is alleged that on May 14,
2023, along with others, the
activists defaced government
buildings located in the Ha-
rare Central Business District
(CBD).

The grafhiti contained promi-
nent messages calling for the
release of Job Sikhala, includ-
ing the phrases “Free Wiwa”
and “Free Job Sikhala.”

Among the buildings where
graffiti was allegedly found
are the High Court of Zim-
babwe, Parliament building,
Methodist Trinity Church
building, and Constitutional
Court building.

Similar defacements were
allegedly made at the Harare
Civil Court, Runhare House
building, and Karigamombe
Centre.

The granting of bail by Judge
Mungwari provides a glim-
mer of hope for the student
activists who have endured
two months of detention.

As the case progresses, the
spotlight remains on the
charges leveled against them
and the larger issue of free-
dom of expression and dis-
sent in Zimbabwe.

The outcome of this case
will undoubtedly be watched
closely by both local and in-
ternational observers. - With
ZimLive
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Court Monitoring

Graphic: Amnesty International
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Archbishop Ezekiel Guti's Homecoming
Date Announced As Zimbabwe Prepares
To Honour The Legacy Of A Spiritual Giant

By Tongai Mwenje

Harare, Zimbabwe - As the
sun sets over the plains of
Zimbabwe, anticipation is

in the air as the nation pre-
pares to honor the legacy of
a spiritual giant, Archbishop
Professor Ezekiel Handiwan-
gu Guti.

The Zimbabwe Assemblies of
God Africa Forward in Faith
Ministries (ZAOGA FIF) has
announced the official dates
for the grand Homegoing
Celebrations of their late
founder, Archbishop Profes-
sor Guti.

The announcement of the
official dates for the grand
occasion has brought a sense
of reverence and unity to the
ZAOGA FIF and the wider
community.

The momentous event is set
to take place between Thurs-
day, August 3rd to Sunday,
August 6th, 2023.

The announcement, made in
a letter seen by this reporter
addressed to the leaders and
saints of ZAOGA FIF Minis-
tries International, has ignited
a sense of anticipation and
reverence within the church
and beyond.

The forthcoming celebrations
will be held in Harare, the
capital city of Zimbabwe, but
the specific venues have yet to
be disclosed.

“Greetings in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.

“We write to inform you of

-~

the proposed dates for the up-
coming grand Home Going
Celebrations of our Father the
Archbishop Professor Ezekiel
Handinawangu Guti, which
will be held in Harare, Zim-
babwe.

“Proposed Dates: Thurs 3 to
Sun 6 August 2023

Venues: TBA,” reads part

of the letter written by the
church’s Secretary General,
Apostle Mishael Nyambo.

The news follows ZAOGA
FIF’s declaration of a 30-day

mourning period that com-
menced on July 6th, 2023,
and will last until August 5th,
2023.

During this time, all con-
ferences, council meetings,
seminars, and tournaments
within the church have been
suspended, creating an at-
mosphere of solemnity and
unity within the ZAOGA
community, fostering prayer
and support during this diffi-
cult time.

This collective mourning

allows the members of church
and the wider community

to reflect on the profound
impact that Archbishop Guti
has had on their lives and the
spiritual landscape of Zimba-
bwe.

Archbishop Guti, a revered
spiritual leader, founded
ZAOGA FIF in 1960.

His visionary leadership and
unwavering commitment to
the teachings of the Gospel
have transformed the lives of
countless individuals, both

within Zimbabwe and across
the globe.

With his passing, the nation
mourns the loss of a true
luminary, but they also cele-
brate the enduring legacy that
he leaves behind.

As the Homegoing Celebra-
tions draw near, the nation
stands united in their admira-
tion for Archbishop Guti.

Church members, fellow
clergy, government officials,
political leaders and dignitar-
ies from various nations are
expected to attend, joining
together to honor the life
and unwavering faith of this
beloved figure.

The grandeur and signifi-
cance of the event reflect the
indelible mark that Archbish-
op Guti has left on both the
spiritual fabric of Zimbabwe
and the hearts of its people.

In the midst of mourning,
Zimbabwe prepares to cele-
brate the extraordinary life
and teachings of Archbishop
Professor Ezekiel Handiwan-
gu Guti.

The Homegoing Celebrations
will not only serve as a pro-
found farewell but also as a
reminder of the indomitable
human spirit and the endur-
ing power of faith.

As the nation comes togeth-
er to commemorate this
spiritual giant, his influence
will continue to reverberate
through the hearts and minds
of Zimbabweans for genera-
tions to come.
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Strategic News Media Citizens’ Action For Change
Partnerships Bull Challenge: All The Details

ding process.
By Citizens' Daily Bulletin

Correspondent B Once the deposit win-

- dow closes at 11:15 p.m., the
Citizens Action for Change auction judges will tally their
(CAC), a group of itizens figures and cross-verify them
both locally and abroad | with the bidders

mobilizing funds to support
Advocate Nelson Chami W Finally, at 11:30 p.m., the

M candidature, has embarked on auction judges will announce
another fundraising endeavor the winner of this remarkable
by auctioning a bull gener- fundraising initiative.
ously donated by a Murehwa
farmer, Mr. Mushayabasa To actively participate and
. ‘The donation from Mr. stay updated with the auction
Mushayabasa aligns with the progress, itis essential for
0 C u m e N a [l e S retiontsall gyt &
deployment of polling agents ) the designated Twitter Space
in the upcoming elections. event on July 22, 2023,

- - CAC has been actively raising L. = ‘The event will provide an
Te ev I S I 0 n fund i ary 20730m e
has successfully accumulated other participants and witness
a sum of $334,000. the thrilling culmination of
the auction.

These funds are dedicated to

voter mobilization efforts and The commitment and dedi-

the defense of the vote. Mr. cation of Citizens Action for

Mushayabasa's contribution Change, coupled with the
arrived at a critical juncture,

generosity of donors like Mr
as CAC intensified its fund- entry fee. groups be allowed to merge. I Mush: a, highlight the

'Y

- raising campaign by reaching  You can participate as a collective effort to support

out to farmers and business-  individual or as a group. B The auction commenced at Advocate Nelson Chamisas
Answering The Call To Ac

9 M Make a donation on the will continue until 10 p.m. on ocratic principles.
“This auction s not the first of Jink htips/citizensaction-  July 22,2023

its kind for CAC. Previously,  forchange.org/fund/chamisa- “These initiatives play a crucial

they successfully auctioned a defend-the-vote-fund using M On the final day of the Zimbabwean Citizens role in ensuring voter par-

c o pig donated by Hon. Tendai  #BuliChallenge and add the  auction, July 22, a series of Across The World ticipation and safeguarding

a m p a I g n I a rg e s Bt ftching an Impressive team name n the comments actvites il akeplce t0 JswerngecalTohct | theintegrty ofthe eectoral

sum of over $6,000. section of the donation link.  determine the winner. o e process.

Just last month, CAC organ- M Capture a screenshot of the  The proceedings of the final To stay updated on CAC’s
ized an auction for a holid: pt and submit the receipt day are as follows: ‘may have arisen activities and contribute to
package to Victoria Falls, to the inbox of the organ- their noble cause, follow their
raising $5,300. These auctions  ization’s Twitter handle, @ W Participate On Twitter W At10:30 pm., asilent bid-  Twitter handle, @citizenac-
have proven to be highly ef-  citizenactions. Space event to be held on July ding period will commence  fionz and participate in their
fective in bringing communi- 22,2023, The event will run  for 30 minutes, allowing par-  twitter spaces held daily.

ties together and simplifying M The donor will keep the re-  the whole day and serveasa icipants to place their bids
the fundraising process. ceipts until they are asked to  platform for participantsto  confidentially. Together, Zimbabweans can
hand them over to the judges.  follow the proceedings. make a significant impact

‘The rules of the auction are WAt pm,alsminuste  and pave the way for a future
as follows: W This challenge isopento M At10 p.m. CAT Time, the  deposit window will open,  that champions transparency,

HH (] H He F e e every citizen; you can enter  judges will reveal the amounts  during which the auction accountability, and democrat-
The CItlzens al v u e In' ! CO n n e C IVI v M Participate in theauction  the challenge as an individual ~ collected by each teamand  judges will conclude the bid-  ic ideals.

with a $25 donation as the or a group. At no time will address any discrepancies that
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