IN THE ELECTORAL COURT OF ZIMBABWE			CASE NO EC        /23
HELD AT ______________
In the matter between:
________________________________						APPLICANT
And
ZIMBABWE ELECTORAL COMMISSION					RESPONDENT
_____________________________________
FOUNDING AFFIDAVIT
IN SUPPORT OF AN APPLICATION FOR AN ORDER FOR THE PROVISION OF A VOTERS ROLL
_____________________________________________
I_________________make oath and state as follows:
1	I am an adult male/female Zimbabwean and a registered voter. I depose to the facts hereunder set out in my personal capacity and my deposition is true and correct. 
2	My address for service is _________________ and my e-mail address is____________________.
3	Respondent is the ZIMBABWE ELECTORAL COMMISSION a constitutional commission charged inter alia with the conduct and supervision of elections in this country. Its address for service is care of Mahachi Quantum Building, 1 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Harare.
4	I bring this application in vindication of my rights going into the general elections set to be held on the 23rd of August 2023 in this country. I enforce my right to a free and fair election yielding a vote that counts. 
5	I derive my standing to bring this application from being a registered voter as well as being a citizen of this country.
6	I understand that in terms of section 232(b) of the Constitution of Zimbabwe, 2013, respondent is an independent electoral commission. By section 235(1)(b), it is required to act in terms of the constitution and must for that reason exercise its functions without fear or favour as contemplated by section 235(1)(c) of the same constitution.
7	Section 236(1) specifically requires that respondent be non partisan in its discharge of function. For that reason, it may not, as provided for by sections 236(1)(b) and (c), further the interests of any political formation neither can it act in a manner calculated to prejudice the interests of a political party. These requirements address both the conduct and omissions of the respondent.
8	In preparing for, conducting and supervising elections, respondent is required by section 239(a) of the constitution to ensure that it does so in a manner that yields the conduct of efficient, free, fair and transparent elections that are in accordance with the law. As a registered voter, my vote is at the core of that process.
9	For long, Zimbabwe has held contested elections and the situation seems to have deteriorated under respondent.
10	I have on my part been a registered voter. I am registered to vote (name the constituency, ward and polling station). I last voted in the year 2022/ 2018.
11	Very recently, I became aware that respondent had commenced a voters roll inspection process. Such a process precedes every election and I have faithfully taken part in such processes over the years.
12	I took part in this year’s process. I had prior to that paid particular attention to the delimitation process that was recently concluded and satisfied myself that neither my ward nor my polling station had been affected by that process. For the avoidance of doubt, my residential address has also not changed.
13	To my shock and horror, I could not find my name at my registered polling station. In no time, I learnt that I was not the only one affected in this manner.
14	I have not asked for the deletion of my name from the voters roll. I have not done anything that would yield such deletion. I expect my name to be still on the voters roll. Its removal is criminal. 
15	Regrettably, respondent’s officials could not tell me what had happened to my name. This has, as I have now gathered, also happened to many people. There is in my view a disturbing pattern. 
16	The position of the respondent is that it expects me to move around all polling stations, wards and constituencies looking for my name. I do not wish to do so. In fact, I do not want to do so. Respondent moved my name. It must explain why it moved my name and tell me the new polling station to which that name has been moved.
17	As things stand, I will not be able to vote on the 23rd of August 2023. Respondent has the obligation to provide all facilities that ensure that I manage to vote because I intend to do so.
18	I have been advised that I can purchase a voters roll. I do not intend to do so. In fact, I do not want to do so. Besides, I do not have the wherewithal to do so. Respondent moved my name without consultation and I may not bear any financial burden arising from its unwholesome conduct.
19	For the reasons foregoing, respondent must be ordered to furnish me with a searchable copy of the voters roll so that I can establish what my new polling station is. It has an obligation to do so.
20	Accordingly, I pray for an order in terms of the draft hereto attached.

_____________________________________
DEPONENT-xxxxxxxxxx (YOUR NAME HERE)

SIGNED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME AT (STATE CITY/TOWN HERE) ON THIS THE ___ DAY OF JUNE 2023, THE DEPONENT HAVING ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE KNOWS AND UNDERSTANDS THE CONTENTS OF THIS AFFIDAVIT, HAS NO OBJECTION TO TAKING THE PRESCRIBED OATH, AND CONSIDERS THE OATH TO BE BINDING ON HIS CONSCIENCE.
BEFORE ME:



___________________________
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS










IN THE ELECTORAL COURT OF ZIMBABWE			CASE NO EC        /23
HELD AT ______________
In the matter between:
________________________________					APPLICANT
And
ZIMBABWE ELECTORAL COMMISSION					RESPONDENT
_____________________________________
DRAFT ORDER
SETTING OUT THE RELIEF THAT APPLICANT SEEKS FROM THE COURT
_____________________________________________
Harare, the     of  ______ 2023
Before the Honourable Mr(s) Justice _________
Applicant in person
________________for the Respondent
WHEREUPON after reading documents filed of record and hearing Counsel
IT IS ORDERED THAT:
1	The ZIMBABWE ELECTORAL COMMISSION shall furnish applicant with a consolidated voters roll in searchable format for her to be able to ascertain the polling station to which she has been moved.
2	There shall be no order as to costs.
	

									BY THE JUDGE

									BY THE REGISTRAR



IN THE ELECTORAL COURT OF ZIMBABWE			CASE NO EC        /23
HELD AT ______________
In the matter between:
________________________________					APPLICANT
And
ZIMBABWE ELECTORAL COMMISSION					RESPONDENT
_____________________________________
COURT APPLICATION
FOR AN ORDER REQUIRING RESPONDENT TO FURNISH APPLICANT WITH A VOTERS ROLL
_____________________________________________
TAKE NOTICE that applicants intend to apply to this court for an Order in terms of the Draft Order annexed to this notice and that the accompanying Affidavits and documents will be used in support of the application.

FURTHER TAKE NOTICE THAT If you intend to oppose this application you will have to file a Notice of Opposition as set out in the rules, together with one or more opposing affidavits with the Registrar of the Electoral Court at ______________ (Place) within 10 days of the date on which this application was served upon you. You will also have to serve a copy of the Notice of Opposition and affidavits on the applicant at the address for service specified below. Your affidavits may have annexed to the documents verifying the facts set out in the affidavits.

FURTHER TAKE NOTICE THAT if you do not file any affidavits, this matter will be dealt with in your absence to your possible detriment.

DATED AT HARARE THIS____DAY OF JUNE 2023
							
________________________________
XXXXXX(YOUR NAME HERE)
Applicant
XXXXXX(Your address
E-mail address
HARARE
AND TO		THE REGISTRAR
			Electoral Court of Zimbabwe
			HARARE
AND TO		ZIMBABWE ELECTORAL COMMISSION
			Respondent
1 Nelson Mandela Avenue
Mahachi Quantum House
			HARARE 

 

